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is brought to the notice of the chief of the tribe, he draws
his sword declaring that this will be his answer to the
audacious lover. An cAmiri man who happens to hear this
threat hastens back to his own tribe to warn them of the
danger which threatens Mejniin. They go out and look for
him in vain; but after a time a man comes and tells them
that he has seen the lover lying helpless in a ruin, where-
upon his father sets out, and, following the man's instructions,
discovers Mejniin lying starving and singing to himself in
the ruin. When the youth sees who has come to him, he
falls at his father's feet and implores forgiveness, but prays
him to leave him where he is. His father none the less begs
and entreats him to renounce the passion that is driving
him mad, but he answers that the matter is beyond his
power, that he is bound with fetters which no advice or
prayer can loose. Once more the grieving father bears him
to his house; but a day or two aft erwards-^ Mejnun escapes
and flies to Nejd, where he wanders about inditing his
love-ghazels.

Leyld, who has now grown into a peerless beauty, is no
less in love than Mejmin, but she has more self-control. She
hides her feelings lest by disclosing them she should bring
trouble on her lover and herself; but she goes up to her
terrace-roof and addresses the wind that blows from where
Mejnun is. When she hears scraps of the ghazels which
Mejnun has composed, she writes answers to them on slips
of paper which she throws on to the road, where they are
picked up by passers-by, who learn and repeat them till
they reach her lover's ears; and in this way a kind of
correspondence is kept up between them. This state of things
lasts for a year.

The coming of spring is then described, as well as a
beautiful garden where Leyla and her maidens go to enjoy